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\ 9 APR 1962 


ME540RAITOUM FOR: Legislative Counsel/ Office of General Counsel 
SUBJECT; H.R. 99 8 l 


1. It has come to my attention that the subject legislation 
has been introduced in Congress and referred to the Committee on 
Merchant Marine and Fisheries. This Act would designate the Coast 
and Geodetic Survey as the central depository of the United States 
Government for seismic and geodetic data and authorizes the Director 
of the Coast and Geodetic Survey to collect, correlate, and dis- 
seminate such data. This bill could have adverse effects upon 
intelligence activities, particularly if the authorization to dis- 
seminate such data implies that all seismic and geodetic data 
collected by the United States Government will be made public. The 
Atomic Energy Detection System now collects seismic data that, because 
of the sensitivity of the collection stations involved, is often 
classified and in some cases classified as high as Top Secret. In 
addition, the collection of geodetic data on certain countries is 
currently rated a Priority 1 Rational Intelligence Objective, and 
sensitive sources and methods are being used in such collection. 

2. It is recommended that you review the subject Act to deter- 
mine If it, in fact, requires either the deposition of sensitive 
seismic and geodetic information with the Coast and Geodetic Survey 
or the publication of such data. If it is found that this Is 
required, it is further recommended that steps be taken to amend the 
Act to remove the necessity for publication of such classified data 
and either to exclude classified material from the Coast and Geodetic 
Survey central depository or, through arrangements with that organiza- 
tion, to insure that Its security will be protected within that 
depository. 


Deputy Assistant Director/Production 
Scientific Intelligence 
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y 9 APB 1962 


M WEiBffl&M FOR: legislative Counsel/Office of General Counsel 
SUBJECT: S.B, 9981 


I* It has costs to my attention that the subject legislation 
has been Introduced in Congress end referred to the Committee on 
Merchant Narine and Fisheries, This Act would designate the Coast 
and Geodetic Survey as the central depository of the United States 
Government for seismic and geodetic data and authorises the Director 
of tire Coast surd Geodetic Survey to collect, correlate, and dis- 
seminate such data. This bill could have adverse effects upon 
intelligence activities, particularly If the authorization to dis- 
seminate such data issues that all seismic and geodetic data 
collected by the United States Gove rn ment will be made public. The 
Atomic Saergy Detection System now collects seismic data that, because 
of the sensitivity of the collection stations involved, is often 
classified and in tome cases classified as high as Top Secret. In 
addition, the collection of geodetic data on certain countries is 
currently rated a Priority 1 National Intelligence Objective, and 
sensitive sources and methods are being used in such collection. 


2. It is recoBBcnded that year review tire subject Act to deter- 
mine if it, in fact, requires either the deposition of sensitive 
seismic and geodetic Information with the Coast and Geodetic Survey 
or the publication of such data. If it is found that this is 
required, it is further reeera&ended that steps be taken to amend the 
Act to remove the necessity for publication of such classified data 
and either to exclude classified material from the Coast and Geodetic 


Survey central depository or, through arrangements with that organiza- 
tion, to insure that its security will be protected within that 
depository. 


Deputy Assistant Director/Production 
Scientific Intelligence 
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